The Act

Hotels, Sharjah UAE
by ::: Draw Link Group







::32 Draw Link Group

infroduction
lobby
bbusiness center

coffee shop
swimming pool
mice facilities
spa & gym

restaurant
guest rooms
celebrating success

infroduction
lobby

pallroom

restaurant

guest rooms

Th e mice facilities

spa & gym
elele]

13

19
27
39
43
49
61
75
87
99
121

127
137
147
157
175
193
209
223



Draw Link Group

.‘I 1
P
N
L
\
1
\ [ ]
| II
i, W i :
|. -
% e A
" ]
(]
| \
’ o
¢ \
L] -' ¥
,-' ¥
L]

y , F"'

A=) A g.lirw Jio 6LaJUOUioollC
A place full of life like a story.

-

Y e r
gy

SHARJAH




Draw Link Group

Sharjah has long invested
considerable resources in
building a strong cultural
identityand heritageandwas
named in 1998 as UNESCO’s
‘Arab Capital of Culture’.

As well, Sharjah was named as Islamic Culture
Capital 2014 by the Islamic Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (ISESCO).

In addition to 16 various museums, Sharjah has
established an Art Foundation (SAF) that works
on a broad range of contemporary art and cultural

programs to the communities of Sharjah.
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The hospitality industry in the UAE has taken
its direction towards extraordinary hospitality
concepts and innovative design features.
Sharjah’s hospitality scene, currently in a
state of intense development, can already
boast a great variety of hotels and resorts in
the emirate, but perhaps still lacks unique
contemporary projects that are able to
combine strong design identity, ultimate

service and affordability.
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INTERCONTINENTAL  SKY GARDENS  HUES

hotel and hotel apartments residence boutique hotel
RADISSON ROYAL HAWTHORN THE ACT
hotel hotel & suites by Wyndham JBR hotel

H'72 by rues AL RIGGA IBIS STYLES AIRPORT
boutique hotel hotel apartments hotel hotel
SANTORINI MOROCCAN CLASSIC BAKHIT
hotel villa villa Hotel
MEDITERRANEAN BEACH VILLA ROBERTO’S
villa Fujeirah restaurant
URBAN  WEST AVENUE 9RR MOVENPICK HOTEL
bistro tower apartments tower apartments EL OMNIA, restaurant
BELVEDERE IBEROSTARDIARELANDALOUS HILTON DJERBA
hotel hotels & resorts resort

DAR DEDINE VILLA MOVENPICK TOUR BLANCHE DARBOUKHRIS
villa guesthouse boutique hotel suites hotel

BELHADJ KHALFAOUI REGENCY BRISES DE GAMMARTH
villa villa residentials apartments

BABYLONE GARDEN  THEATRE DOGGA OASIS VILLAGE SNIM
apartments plein-air reception center international hotel hotel
TELEMLY  ZERALDA SIDI FREDJ & TIPAZZA DOHA KIGALI
hotel hotel hotel boutique hotel villa

CONTINENTAL MECHTEL GOLDENTULIP AL BUSTAN ALBERT 1 SAPHIR
hotel, Minsk hotel hotel hotel, Algeria hotel
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Draw Link Group is an interior design and architecture consultant
specialising in hospitality and high end residential projects. The firm
is formed by an experienced team of architects, engineers and project
managers. Draw Link offers services from concept creation up to fit
out,aswell as management supportinthe case of hospitality projects.
Awarded with many prestigiousinternational awards, the work of Draw
Link Group includes iconic projects such as InterContinental Dubai
Marina Hotel & Hotel Apartments, Hawthorn Suites by Wyndham,
Hues Boutique Hotel, Radisson Royal Hotel and Roberto’s Restaurant
to mention few. The main office is based in Dubai with branch offices

in Shanghai, Tunis and Minsk.
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When we were presented with the opportunity
to take on a hotel project in Sharjah, rather
than being scared off, we relished the idea of
taking on an untapped market. The result was
a very unique concept for the first boutique
hotel in Sharjah. The 72-room contemporary
hotel offers an alternative point of view for
hospitality in the traditionally tourist-shy

Emirate.

Daousser Chennoufi
CEO Draw Link Group
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Named afterthe number of rooms available, H72 ishousedinside a former
residential structure that was built more than 20 years ago. Owned by
Al Shamsi Group, the five star hotel is located on the edge of Sharjah’s
scenic Al Buhaira corniche. Draw Link Group intended to bring never-
before-seen design elements to the hotel through contemporary style,
simple lines and modern materials to achieve a minimalist aesthetic

with pops of color.
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34.25
7,290
$3,5

25

star
floors
hotel rooms and suites

F&B outlets

Coffee Shop - ground floor
All Day Dining - second floor

modular meeting rooms

main lobby, business center, ballroom,
spa & gym (separate for men & women),
indoor swimming pool

meter height of building
m?total area

million cost of project
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The lobby’s design includes polished stone
walls, marble floors, and linear indirect
lighting. Benches are suspended from the
ceiling, and backlit wall mosaics are featured

throughout the property.

ground floor / lobby

29
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The structure, which sits right on the edge
of the picturesque Al Buhaira corniche,
had lost its brilliance over the years, and
inevitably eroded by time. The building has
been given a second lease on life, a new
identity that has completely changed not

only its mundane characteristics but also its

very use. Thus, out of what may seem like an

impossible challenge is born - or should we
say, reborn - H72, Sharjah’s first exclusive

five-star boutique hotel.

Daousser Chennoufi
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ground floor / business center
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Our passion to create something new
and exciting for the market allowed us to
become a market leader in this segment and
we helped to raise the bar for the hospitality
industry in Sharjah

Daousser Chennoufi
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From the place names to the design concept,
everything in this five-star establishment is
touched with logic and rationality, from the
sleek outlines that permeate throughout the
building to the recesses and outcrops that
are judiciously placed, projecting perfect
angular shadows and giving depth. Sudden
flashes of clever and upbeat colors appear

unexpectedly, giving surges of emotions,

as if the building and its décor wanted to

toy with our perceptions and send us on a

unique and exciting journey.
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and sports a wooden deck where guests

can relax and get away from it all. With

passionate tones of red that permeate i e s _f . I " CORRIDIOR . : _

throughout, the area has a distinctive

select and refined finish to it.
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ground floor / indoor pool
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ground floor / indoor pool
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ground floor / indoor pool
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(44
The challenge is not to repeat what has
been done before. R&D is the cornerstone

of our business model and we are endlessly

pushing the boundaries to create intelligent

designs and exciting new environments
for our clients. Even the most basic hotel
concepts do not need to be conventional

and ordinary due to budget constraints.

Daousser Chennoufi
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first floor / mice facilities
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With a capacity of 160 people, the four
separate meeting rooms are ingeniously
designed to be modular and sectional in order
to accommodate every possible business
meeting requirement. Each room is located
around a central atrium that serves the
traditional coffee break necessities, giving it
a convivial and social feel and making it ideal
for informal business banter between the
more official matters. What makes the rooms
so pleasing is the delightful bright yet subtle
lighting that springs from the ceiling, diffusing
an elegant and stimulating light throughout
the foyer and the different rooms enhanced by
the natural daylight energetically streaming

through the windows.

first floor / mice facilities
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The choice of materials used - from the
polished stone walls, marble floors and
wooden touches that bring warm earthiness
to the lobby - heightened by the zesty spurts
of energizing colors beautifully enhanced

by linear indirect lighting, entice you to go

further, knowing that inside will be full of

surprises: and the H72 delivers. Around each
corner, whether it be in the coffee shop,
reception or the glass-encased gift shop,
there is something new, something exciting

and different to see.
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first floor / spa & gym
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first floor / spa & gym
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second floor / equation all day dining
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The restaurant is composed of the main dining
areathatcanseatupto 92 guests,and a private
room for a more select dining experience

which can accommodate up to 12 guests.
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Insightfully lit not only by the elegant paneled ceiling but

also by natural sunlight coming through the surrounding
bay windows that open onto the panoramic views of the
corniche, the warm and subtle-hues colors that emanate
from the carpet, the walls and beautifully lit side panels
create an ambiance that perfectly complements the food.
With its clever mélange of different materials of marble,
glass and wood blended with more modern synthetic
ones, this trendy contemporary restaurant is a feast for

the eyes.

second floor / equation all day dining
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Each floor consists of various types of modular and
flexible suites that can cater to single guests or families,
and each room brings together simplicity and the straight

forwardness of the contemporary lines.
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typical floor / guest room
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For Draw Link Group the design concept was clear:
practicality and an open pragmatic scheme. The rooms

contain high-end accessories and furnishings as well as

bright, warm and subtly placed lighting that enhances

different surfaces in the spaces. By incorporating natural
lighting into the design of the guestrooms, Draw Link

attempted to maximize views on the nearby Khalid Lagoon.
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typical floor / guest room - bathroom
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Bright, warm and subtly placed lighting
enhances different surfaces and planes like
a perfect equation, bringing an air of peace
and repose into each area, making guests feel

pleasantly at home.
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Launch Event for
The Opening of H72

Catch a glimpse of the launch event of Sharjah’s
first boutique hotel — H72 operated by Hues Hotels

& Resorts, April 2014.

AWARDED BY SHARJAH TOURISM AUTHORITY

BEST 5 STAR HOTEL OF 2014

Middle East Hotel Awards

H72 Hotel, Sharjah, UAE, as Best
Boutique Hotel in UAE 2014

International Hotel Awards in association with Yamaha
H72 Hotel, as Best Hotel Interior
Sharjah 2013
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(14

Draw Link Group was assigned the
tricky task of creating a hotel which
would significantly contribute to the
development of the tourism sector in
Sharjah, and would add value to its
leisure and wellness facilities. This
hospitality project was requested to be
authentic and one-of-a-kind in order to
unconditionally become a new emblem
in the heart of the emirate, raising the

overall tourism rating in the UAE.

Daousser Chennoufi
CEO Draw Link Group
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As a result, Draw Link brought to life another intriguing themed hotel
to the UAE which was named The Act, and revolves around the concept

of a theatre.

The Act Hotel was born to support the strong cultural growth of Sharjah
not only through the name of the hotel and its sophisticated design,
but through the entire hospitality concept with distinctive branding

features and communication collateral.
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star
floors
hotel rooms and suites

F&B outlets

Coffee Shop - ground floor
All Day Dining - second floor

4 conference rooms, 1 meeting room (business
center), 1 ballroom/function hall (the entire 16"
floor is occupied by the MICE facilities)

spa & gym separate for men and women,
outdoor swimming pool, main lobby
meter height of building

m? total area

total value of the project (million)

fit out work (million)

Starting date
Date of completion
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BUDGET

As a first stage, Draw Link Group typically

splits the budget allocated to the common
areas and the guest rooms. Draw Link tried
to source innovative hard finishes that are
both more practical to use and cheaper than
traditional natural materials (wood, marble)
in order to be able to elevate the level of the
furniture pieces and use well-known brands.

Guest Rooms: Economy of scale. The quantity
of each item and material is multiplied as per
the guestrooms number which means that
every saving on 1 item becomes a great saving
in total. In this case the saving was made on

the hard finishes.
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Each space and subspace in the hotel is provided with

its own subtle identity, highlighting the nuances and

confines of each one through the use of creative lighting
effects, the choice of materials and detailed finishing,
all the while never actually dividing up the space as a
whole. This enables the option of using the lobby space
in a wide variety of different configurations and interior

architectures, according to the needs and circumstances

required by the operator, but always maintaining

transparency and harmony between the areas.

ground floor / lobby
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Design features include customized out-of-scale standing
stage projector lights, deliberately positioned in the
main lobby in order to immediately provoke a ‘theatrical’
feeling as soon as one enters the hotel; pendant ceiling
lights; contemporary artwork inspired by the famous

tragedies (e.g. Macbeth, Romeo and Juliet) are displayed

on the walls of the typical floors; large print of the

renown Oscars cinematic figurine in All Day Dining; giant
sculptural metal chandeliers in the public washrooms;
parallel slats of wood with concealed lighting, luxurious
golden mosaic tiles and a customized horse-shaped floor

light in the ballroom.
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first floor / ballroom
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To enhance the dramaticambience of the
space the light fittings were strategically
placed in such a way as to light up
the reception area and then gradually Ll ool 8Lyl il jumsi Crowsg leaall (o 6 uall <lg SVl jujoil
dim the light intensity while going 6o crasj o Jualwll éabio o el a abll o » J oy
deeper into the hotel. If we perceive Ui 15l .gaiall o6 gac JS i ciloall Ll Lisyjai «g sl
the hotel to be a theatrical entity, the Sy a6 ol éolell 1SVl U> ) o LiLS ojluict goiall (|
bright public areas can be visualized as «> ol ariusy (4 Slol gl 4> 506 «Jlwor Lal (- le jgci i
‘stages’ while the ‘proscenium’ spaces Aolid 1 1Si(jg- S d naumo (o omoll il aog cluallg Cilpaoll)
(corridors, lounges, elevator halls) are U< Loloi ataso ( mo (calall 6og->gall Jaoll c1ilSo) < Lol
purposely designed to be darker, with gl i
the ‘crossover’ (back of house offices)
entirely concealed from the visitor’s

point of view.
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The use of colored mirrored walls in various locations
creates a feeling of uncertainty - it is unclear whether
the space should be considered as real and tangible, or
as a latent representation. Even in the most unexpected
locations one can find a small surprise, e.g. English or
French motivational quotes engraved into the wood wall

panels.

The finished result is an unmatched atmosphere of

mystery achieved through the considered combination

of statement furniture pieces which keep the visitor

intrigued and entertained, and the overall contemporary
minimalist sophistication and the expected warmth of

hospitality outlets.
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Draw Link tried to upgrade the typical hotel

guestrooms by incorporating the services
found in the hotel apartment, carefully using
the available space to its maximum potential.
This was achieved through the provision
of a kitchenette in the suites, making the
room much more functional. The rooms are
designed to adapt to different circumstances
and moods by being splitinto 2 key zones: the
sleeping area and the social/entertainment
area. This allows flexibility to adjust to the
desires and needs of every one of the hotel’s
visiting guests. Each room is comfortable with
clear and fresh ambiance that is both inspiring

and relaxing to the senses.
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MATERIALS

In order to make the sleek and minimalist design of the
hotel playful and warm, Draw Link has placed a significant
amount of emphasis on the integration of textures and
colors. Every material used has a subtle texture, which
adds a personalized touch and is a joy for the senses, e.g.
textured veneerdesksinthe meetingrooms, woven carpets
with cross weave patterns, intricate laser-cut curvaceous

patterns in the corridor solid surface wall panels.

The use of solid surface in a large variety of innovative
ways has become one of the Draw Link’s signature features.

In The Act, it is the main material for the washbasins in

the guest washrooms, the food station counters in the all-

day dining restaurant, the tall illuminated stands in the

ballroom, and the stools and vanity counters in the spa.
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M AT E R |A LS (cont.)

Another new materialintroduced to the project

was Valchromat engineered colored wood -
an innovative product that combines natural
features of wood and bright colors due to its
unique flexibility, it allows exploring the third
dimension, the beauty of textures and the
best of engineering. It is a wood fibre panel
colored throughout, where fibres are colored
individually, impregnated with organic dyes
and bonded together by a special resin which
gives the material a unique appearance and

mechanical features.

All the wood wall panels (such as the
Mashrabiya compositionin the Arabic cornerin
the lobby, ballroom ceiling, lobby lounge wall
panels, wood-look elements in the business
center and all day dining restaurant) are made

in Valchromat.
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twenty first floor / spa & gym
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twenty first floor / spa & gym



MATERIALS (ot

LAMINAM large-sized, ultra-thin ceramic slabs

enabled an entirely new application of tiles
throughout the hotel. With sizes ranging from
1000x3000 to 1620x3240 mm and thicknesses
of just 3 mm, these eclectic and versatile tiles
create a very elegant look by avoiding the
use of stainless steel profiles and thick joints

between the tiles.

The use of the CAMBRIGE ARCHITECTURAL
woven wire metal mesh panels was a unique
and beautiful alternative to traditional

designs, and contrasted well with the CASONE

VERONA Ca stone for its good quality and

minimalist look.

Other hard finishes include RAK Ceramics,
ITALMESH, IRIS CERAMICA, Marbeya Stones,
Vescom wallpaper, Barrilux Stretch Ceilings,

and many more.

@y A0S Tuuoll :)|q_OJ|

U0 J=> 125 gwodl.omll puS olioWl clolpyw
2105 (0 bW LS 2y g ubi <y Si-Soall
1000x3000 (}u Lo >l ij pl=si 2 0 .gaiall (LSl
2 » b= a6 003 2lucloiwug o o01620x3240 (I
12> aaui o) g1 ¢g-iiallg o Jauyl cliolpull
J-all e i iUl plasi wl crisi s (g

B gy aSua wll Jolaallg inoal

ool NVl aSu ) 52 paS >lg i plasi wl
JS CAMBRIGE ARCHITECTURALUjloo0 A>guuiall
«ayadaill o oloill J1osg acgi o 20 Juoy
a_iog=J CASONE VERONA Ca } o> 2 o0 Lolaj i 6liig

.20l o) mbhog A tumooll

RAK Ceramics, Sp >V aduo)l olgoll  Jo 1ig
ITALMESH, IRIS CERAMICA, Marbeya Stones, Vescom

JS)l Lopég wallpaper, Barrilux Stretch Ceilings

221



::: Draw Link Group

AUDITION

Jg el g oslgll gl
twenty first floor

/outdoor
pOOl;wm|




225

PERLJUTE SR R ALY z -
2 BRI TS

-

Sy

ritah 3 i Simaacacar

—

]

:‘}ﬁ\c

N

RN,

L1

v
o

AT A e e e et L

o

e
o

et T

LIFT LOBBY

ALUM CLADDERD —
CUTVED WAL
1pag (B ETHERS)

Draw Link Group

IF¥ OTHERS] - |- -

| -Gonii

: PR s i
e

twenty first floor / outdoor pool



Draw Link Group

FURNITURE a8l

The furniture and lighting selection includes such brands _ _ _
Andreu World J1o éjlsil calololl Jo 105 6<lusdilg il caljlgs|

as Andreu World and Buro45, Foscarini Lighting, Sancal _
Arperg Burgessg Softlineg Sancal <ulUji \Foscarini Lighting ,Buro45 g

Furniture, Softline Furniture, Burgess Furniture, Arper _
SIS Lo pcg

Furniture, and many more.
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